
Becoming a Student of the Word 

Adding the Spices 

With Mike Colburn 

  

The Crowning Act 
Up until this session, we’ve given our attention to 
careful                                  , 
accurate                                           , and 
comprehensive                                  . However, all of 
that is incomplete without personal and 
insightful                                  .  

 

“The crowning part of your task in searching the 
Scriptures is to discover ways the truth applies to 
your own life and the lives of others.  If we fail to 
apply what we’ve studied, we deprive ourselves of 
the magnificent truth of the Word, which is mean to 
nourish us.” 

~ Chuck Swindoll 

  



WHAT IS APPLICATION? 
What do we mean when we talk about applying the 
Bible to our lives? Application means that we take 
God’s Word personally. It means we see how it 
addresses specific areas of our everyday lives. It’s 
allowing the Bible’s truths to grip us in areas that 
need attention and to call us to action.  

 

 

 

 

 

WHY IS APPLICATION IMPORTANT? 
1. We need to                          what we say 

we                      .  

2. Both the Old and the New 
Testament                    us to do so.  

3. Application enables us to                       our lives 
in the                 of the Holy Spirit.  

 

  

Application 
Allowing the Truths of God’s Word to grip us in areas 

that need attention and to call us to action. 



WHEN APPLICATION IS 
OVERLOOKED 
Let’s look at what happens to us spiritually when we 
don’t apply the Scriptures: 

1.                          becomes dusty, dry, and lifeless.  

2. We 
substitute                                               for             
                  .  

3. We think                             experiences replace 
a                                decision.  

 

THE PROCESS OF SELF-
EXAMINATION 
Responding to the conviction of the Holy Spirit is 
the initial part of application.  

This process is sometimes 
called                                                 .  

 

 1 Corinthians 11:26-28  
 

δοκιμάζω (dokimazo)  

                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                      



 2 Corinthians 13:5  
 

 1 Corinthians 11:29-31  

διακρίνω (diakrino)  

                                                                                     
                                                                                               
                                                                                      

 

This is VITALLY IMPORTANT: the Bible was 
not given to satisfy                                         ; it was 
given to                             our lives.  

 
APPLYING THE SCRIPTURES 
This is a good time to practice applying a passage of 
Scripture together. Let’s start with Psalm 139.  

Psalm 129:1-3  

Psalm 139: 4-6  

Psalm 139:7-12  

Psalm 139:11-12  

Psalm 139:13-18  

Psalm 139:23-24  

 



OVERVIEW OF PSALM 139 - Verses Summary 

• 1-6: God                 me. 

• 7-12: God is              me. 

• 13-18: God              me. 

• 19-24: God,                    me. 

TIPS FOR APPLYING YOURSELF 
The application of Scripture isn’t something you 
need a pastor or Bible Study teacher for —it’s 
something you can do every day, during your own 
time with the Lord. Here are some helpful principles 
for you to remember when you begin to apply the 
Scriptures. 

1. T            .  

2. A                              .  

3. A      .  

4. P               .  

 

Application starts with two commitments on your 
part: 

• Make certain you’ve                       in Christ 
and                    Him on the throne of your life.  

• Start your                             of the Scriptures.  



One of the Greatest Heartbreaks 

So many people today seek their own ways. These 
are indications that the truth of God’s Word is not 
being applied. If this describes you, I urge you to 
break ranks. It’s time for a much-needed change. 
Today —this very day —start applying God’s Word 
personally.  

 

 

 

 

The bottom line of application is this: the message of 
the Scriptures must grip 
us                               .                                   is the 
crowning achievement of Bible study.  

  

REMEMBER 

It’s never too late to start doing what is right! 



 

Now that you’ve looked at the importance of adding 
the right spices to create the perfect taste, it’s time to 
move into the kitchen and try it for yourself. The 
application of Scripture is the result of your 
observations, interpretations, and correlations. Here 
are some exercises to help you begin: 

1. The apostle Paul gives specific instructions about 
Christian behavior to the church in Ephesus. Read 
Ephesians 4:17-32. Pray for the Holy Spirit to 
make these verses clear to you, and then begin the 
process of Bible study. 

First, take time to observe this passage very 
carefully. Write down some specific details that 
seem most important. 

Second, use your Bible tools to help you correctly 
interpret Paul’s message to the church. What does 
this passage mean? What truths are being 
communicated here? 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Eph4.17-32


Third, find other passages with similar commands 
and correlate them with Ephesians 4:17-32. (For 
example, check out 1 Corinthians 5.) 

Finally, write out how Paul’s commands in 
Ephesians 4:17-32 apply directly to your life. Be 
specific. As these verses speak into your life, don’t 
hesitate to be painfully honest! 

2. Which of Paul’s commands are particularly 
convicting for you? What steps will you take to 
correct and change your behavior? As you pray 
for the Spirit to convict you and as you apply 
God’s Word, find someone you trust to hold you 
accountable.  

3. Go back and review your observations, 
interpretations, and correlations about John 3. 
What can we learn from the dialogue between 
Jesus and Nicodemus? Come up with two 
different applications from the chapter. 

4. In Luke 10:37, Jesus applies His parable of the 
Good Samaritan for us. Review your 
observations, interpretations, and correlations for 
this parable. With Jesus’ application from Luke 
10:37 in mind, to whom can you show love and 
mercy this week? 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Eph4.17-32
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Co5
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Eph4.17-32
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jn3
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Lk10.37
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Lk10.37
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Lk10.37


5. Review your study of Philippians 4:4-9, and then 
work on three appropriate applications from this 
passage. How do the apostle Paul’s commands 
play out in your own life? 

6. Think about the circumstances in your life right 
now, and ask God to reveal any spiritual 
impurities that linger in your heart. Maybe you 
need to come to terms with an area of pride, 
greed, selfishness, impatience, procrastination, 
sloth, envy, jealousy, or lust. Remember to ask 
these questions: 

• Is there a change of direction I need to make? 

• Is there a promise I need to claim? 

• Is there a prayer I need to offer? 

• Is there a sin I need to confess? 

• Is there a command I need to obey? 

• Is there a habit (perhaps an addiction) I need 
to break? 

• Is there a challenge I need to stop running 
from? 

• Is there a fear I need to overcome? 

• Is there a person I need to forgive? 

• Is there someone I’ve offended and with 
whom I need to make things right? 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Php4.4-9


Ask God to search your heart and reveal what needs 
attention. From now on, whenever He convicts you 
of something from the Scriptures that addresses a sin 
or an issue in your life that needs to be confessed 
and forgiven, pause right there and deal with it. 
Confess your transgression to your heavenly Father. 
He is “the God of all grace,” and He will hear you 
and cleanse you (1 Peter 5:10, NIV). How important 
it is that those presenting His Word do so with clean 
hands and cleansed hearts! 
 

 

 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Pe5.10

	Becoming a Student of the Word
	The Crowning Act
	WHAT IS APPLICATION?
	WHY IS APPLICATION IMPORTANT?
	WHEN APPLICATION IS OVERLOOKED
	THE PROCESS OF SELF-EXAMINATION
	APPLYING THE SCRIPTURES
	TIPS FOR APPLYING YOURSELF
	One of the Greatest Heartbreaks


	Up until this session weve given our attention to: 
	undefined: 
	and: 
	that is incomplete without personal and: 
	what we say: 
	undefined_2: 
	us to do so: 
	our lives: 
	of the Holy Spirit: 
	1: 
	substitute: 
	for: 
	undefined_3: 
	3 We think: 
	a: 
	called: 
	fill_8: 
	fill_1: 
	fill_2: 
	fill_3: 
	This is VITALLY IMPORTANT the Bible was: 
	not given to satisfy: 
	it was: 
	16 God: 
	712 God is: 
	1318 God: 
	1924 God: 
	1 T: 
	2 A: 
	3 A: 
	4 P: 
	Make certain youve: 
	and_2: 
	Start your: 
	undefined_4: 
	is the: 
	Text1: 
	Text2: 


